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Lesson Selection Title Writing Genre Writing Process Phase 
Unit 1 Taking a Stand 
1 The Pretty Pennies 

Picket 
Writing a List Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 

Editing, Publishing 
2 Gandhi Magazine Article 

 
Prewriting, Drafting 

3 My Brother Martin: 
A Sister 
Remembers 
Growing Up with 
the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Magazine Article 
(con’t) 

Drafting, Revising, Editing, 
Publishing 

4 Harvesting Hope: 
The Story of Cesar 
Chavez 

Description Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 1) Passage to 
Freedom: The 
Sugihara Story 

Summary Prewriting, Drafting 

5 (week 2) Passage to 
Freedom: The 
Sugihara Story 

Summary (con’t) Revising, Editing, Publishing 

Unit 2 Ancient Civilizations 
1 The Island of Bulls Historical Report Prewriting, Drafting 
2 Escape from 

Pompeii 
Historical Report 
(con’t) 

Revising, Editing, Publishing 

3 The Riddle of the 
Rosetta Stone: Key 
to Ancient Egypt 

Historical Fiction Prewriting, Drafting 

4 The Emperor’s 
Silent Army: 
Terracotta Warriors 
of Ancient China 

Historical Fiction 
(con’t) 

Revising, Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 1) Mesopotamia: Iraq 
in Ancient Times 

Timed Writing Drafting, Discussion 

5 (week 2) Mesopotamia: Iraq 
in Ancient Times 

Timed Writing Drafting, Discussion 

Unit 3 Ecology 
1 Tree of Life: The 

Incredible 
Biodiversity of Life 
on Earth 

Explaining a 
Process 

Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

2 Sea Soup: 
Phytoplankton 

Scientific 
Observation 

Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 
 



Lesson Selection Title Writing Genre Writing Process Phase 
3 The Most Beautiful 

Roof in the World: 
Exploring the 
Rainforest Canopy 

Compare and 
Contrast 

Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

4 Alejandro’s Gift Compare and 
Contrast 

Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 1) The Day They 
Parachuted Cats 
on Borneo: A 
Drama of Ecology 

Play Prewriting, Drafting 

5 (week 2) The Day They 
Parachuted Cats 
on Borneo: A 
Drama of Ecology 

Play (con’t) Drafting, Revising, Editing, 
Publishing 

Unit 4 Great Expectations 
1 One Fine Day: A 

Radio Play 
Persuasive Letter Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 

Editing, Publishing 
2 Beneath the 

Streets of Boston: 
Building America’s 
First Subway 

Persuasive 
Report 

Prewriting, Drafting 

3 I Was Dreaming to 
Come to America: 
Memories from the 
Ellis Island Oral 
History Project 

Persuasive 
Report (con’t) 

Revising, Editing, Publishing 

4 The Electric 
Summer 

Adventure Story Prewriting, Drafting 

5 (week 1) The Panama 
Canal: The Story of 
How a Jungle Was 
Conquered and the 
World Made 
Smaller 

Adventure Story 
(con’t) 

Revising, Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 2) The Panama 
Canal: The Story of 
How a Jungle Was 
Conquered and the 
World Made 
Smaller 

Rewriting 
Adventure Story 
from a New POV 

Rewriting, Revising, Editing, 
Publishing 

Unit 5 Earth in Action 
1 Earth: The 

Elements 
Research Report Prewriting 

2 Volcano: The 
Eruption and 
Healing of Mount 
St. Helens 
 

Research Report 
(con’t) 

Drafting, Revising 
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3 The Big Wave Research Report 

(con’t) 
Revising, Editing, Publishing 

4 The Big Rivers: 
The Missouri, the 
Mississippi, and the 
Ohio 

Condolence 
Letter 

Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 1) Thunder, Lightning, 
and the Tornadoes 

Book Review Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 2) Thunder, Lightning, 
and the Tornadoes 

Book Review  Drafting, Revising, Editing, 
Publishing 

Unit 6 Art and Impact 
1 Alvin Ailey Biography Prewriting, Drafting 
2 Chuck Close, Up 

Close 
Biography (con’t) Drafting, Revising, Editing, 

Publishing 
3 The Pot That Juan 

Built 
Describing a 
Place 

Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

4 A New Type of 
Memorial: Maya Lin 
& “The Wall” 

Poetry (haiku) Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 1) The Boy Who Drew 
Cats 

Poetry (cinquain) Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

5 (week 2) The Boy Who Drew 
Cats 

Poetry (diamante) Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, 
Editing, Publishing 

 


